
  
To:  Member School Athletic Administrators & Public Address Announcers 
 
From:  John R. Johnson, Communications Director 
 
Re:  2014-15 Winter Regular-Season Public Address Scripts 
 
The pages that follow are scripts which may be read at your regular-season sporting events this winter.  If you 
are hosting an MHSAA Tournament, please visit the sports specific page for the event you are hosting to 
download the appropriate scripts. 
 
Public address announcers perform an important task at high school sporting events – to inform the fans in 
attendance and to help set an educational atmosphere for the game.  You set that atmosphere in the 
following ways: 
 
  Be being a welcoming, authoritative voice that fans from all schools involved can respect and appreciate. 
 
  By being a source of information rather than a source of entertainment.  Keep your calls about plays simple 
and straight forward.   
 
  Treat both teams equally in terms of your inflection and enthusiasm.  Do the same thing when your team or 
the opposing team makes a big play in terms of your call. 
 
  Treat the officials and the calls they make with respect.   
 
  Never talk while a play is in progress.  For example, it’s not necessary to say “One minute remaining in the 
period” when everyone can see that the clock says there’s one minute to go. 
 
For basketball games - the National Federation Basketball Rules limit what the public address announcer can 
say.  In short, nothing during live ball situations other than to announce who just made the basket.  Other 
game information comments should be limited to the following:  Player charged with the foul; player 
attempting a free throw; a team granted a time out and its length; a substitute entering the game; and pre-
game introductions.  Announcements made to indicate what call the official has made, how much time is on 
the clock, or the score of the game should not be made – everyone can see the official and the scoreboard. 
 
This is a continuation of addressing a problem the national rules makers have also  been trying to address in 
football:  PA announcers talking while the ball is live, doing play-by-play descriptions of what’s taking place 
and doing more to entertain than what they should be doing -- and that is to inform. 
 
This doesn’t restrict the reading of general announcements during time outs, pre-game, halftime, etc., but it 
does describe the appropriate behavior for athletic events being conducted in an educational setting. 
 
While this rule is specific to basketball, it’s a good lesson for PA announcers in all sports.  To be consistent, be 
brief, be fair to both sides and to help promote an educational atmosphere for these events. 

1661 Ramblewood Drive 
East Lansing, MI  48823-7392 
517.332.5046 



MHSAA PUBLIC ADDRESS ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Winter Regular Season, 2014-15 School Year 
 
Welcome  
Good ________________, and welcome to _______________________________ for today’s game 
with our visitors from ___________________________________.  
Practicing good sportsmanship is simple – treat others the way you’d like to be treated – with respect.  
Nothing beats good sportsmanship. 
 
National Anthem Introduction 
The privilege of this game was made possible by those who have fought – and continue to fight for – 
the freedoms we enjoy.  Let us honor and respect our country by gentlemen removing their caps, and 
everyone standing at attention, placing their hands over their hearts, as we proudly sing our National 
Anthem. 
 
Become An MHSAA.TV Member (For use between 12/1/14 and 2/9/15) 
Watch live and on-demand video of school sporting events from across the state on M-H-S-A-A Dot  
T-V.  The revamped site allows basic membership viewers to personalize their own home page, create 
and share clips of memorable highlights, and quick access to favorite events.   You can also subscribe 
to watch live regular-season games and M-H-S-A-A Tournaments.   Check it out at M-H-S-A-A Dot T-V.   
 
Scholar-Athlete Award Applications 
The competition is finished for nearly 2 thousand of the state's top student-athletes, who were vying 
for 32 one thousand dollar college scholarships through the M-H-S-A-A's Scholar-Athlete Award, 
sponsored by Farm Bureau Insurance.  Check out the M-H-S-A-A Website for a complete list of 
finalists and scholarship recipients.  Applications for students graduating during the 2015-16 school 
year will be available on the M-H-S-A-A Website in the fall. 
 
MHSAA Social Media 
Be a part of the conversation about high school sports – grab your cell phone and follow the M-H-S-A-
A on Twitter (pause) AT M-H-S-A-A.  You can also find us on Facebook and Instagram for in-game 
updates, event announcements and high school sports news around the state, year-round.  You can 
connect with the M-H-S-A-A – TODAY! 
 
MHSAA Second Half 
A great go-to site for high school sports fans is the M-H-S-A-A’s Second Half.  The Second Half 
presents features about high school sports teams and student-athletes, has daily updates on a variety 
of sports, and coverage of M-H-S-A-A Tournaments.  Make the Second Half a daily must-visit by 
clicking on the Second Half icon on the home page of the M-H-S-A-A Website. 
 
Battle Of The Fans (For use from 12/1/14 to 1/10/15) 
Who has the best student cheering section in the state?  The fourth annual Battle of the Fans will 
select five finalists and honor its 2015 champion at the M-H-S-A-A Boys Basketball Finals in March.  To 
get your school involved, visit the Battle of the Fans page of the M-H-S-A-A Website for more 
information and entry deadlines.



2-2-2 – 14-15 Winter Regular Season PA Scripts 
 
Officials Recruitment 
Why do they officiate?  Some enjoy the pureness of school sports.  Some have finished watching their 
kids play school sports and want to stay involved. Some enjoy the camaraderie with other officials.  To 
become a registered high school game official, call or click the MHSAA.  YOU can be a referee! 
 
MHSAA Score Center 
More schedules and scores than anywhere on the web are at your fingertips at the  
M-H-S-A-A Score Center.  You can check out daily schedules and results in all sports, at the varsity and 
subvarsity levels.  Drill down to find out information by school and conference.  You can also become 
a registered user of the M-H-S-A-A website and report results.  Click on Scores & Schedules from the 
home page of the M-H-S-A-A Website to visit the Score Center! 
 
Sportsmanship 
Imagine a game played without good sportsmanship.  It wouldn’t look like school sports…that’s for 
sure.  Sportsmanship gives our games educational value that sets them apart and above all others; 
and teach values that last for a lifetime.  Nothing beats good sportsmanship. 
 
MHSAA School Broadcast Program 
Watch live student-produced video of high school action in a variety of athletic and non-athletic 
activities from around the state on the M-H-S-A-A Dot T-V website.  The School Broadcast Program is 
a great way to highlight school activities, give students video production experience and raise new 
funds for school programs.  Get your school involved.  Visit M-H-S-A-A Dot T-V for more information. 
 
Be The Referee 
You may think you can be the referee from the stands or the sidelines, but how much do you really 
know?  Check out the Be The Referee page of the M-H-S-A-A Website for a weekly dose of how some 
of the calls are really made, rules differences between high school and college/pro sports and other 
officiating topics.  Gain a better understanding of the art of officiating – visit the Be The Referee page 
of the M-H-S-A-A Website. 
 
Battle Of The Fans (For use from 1/15/15 to 2/15/15) 
The finalists in the fourth annual Battle of the Fans have been chosen!  Follow the finalists tour on the 
Second Half page of the M-H-S-A-A Website, and be ready to vote for the best student cheering 
section in the state on Facebook and Instagram.  The 2015 champion will be announced on February 
20, and honored at the M-H-S-A-A Boys Basketball Finals in March. 
 
Watch MHSAA Finals on MHSAA.TV (Use beginning 2/9/15) 
Watch live and on-demand video of M-H-S-A-A Tournaments at M-H-S-A-A Dot T-V!  Live Winter 
tournament coverage includes pre-finals action in boys and girls basketball, ice hockey and wrestling; 
and Finals in swimming and diving, girls competitive cheer and girls gymnastics.  Become a member at 
M-H-S-A-A Dot T-V. 
 
 
 (NOTE – When saying the MHSAA acronym, say each letter – M – H – S – A – A.  Do not say M-H-S-Double A or try to say MHSAA as a word) 
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